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What Comes Next?
On Appropﬂo’rion of Analytical Resources from Adjacent Disciplines

This paper traces the contexts and trajectories of theoretical resources ap-
propriated by Japanese folk religion or belief systems, particularly the notion of
tsulimono, which is Iiterally, yet unsatisfactorily, translated as ‘spirit possession’
in Japanese folkloric and cultural anthropological studies. In this paper, I consider
recent studies in this field, including several of my own studies on Sado Igland in
Niigata Prefecture. I drew inspiration from Kondo’s (2013} concept of grappling
with the ‘agency of the animal’. In addition, I explored the possibilities and appro-
priateness of applying Gell’s (1998) concept of ‘abduction’ in ‘art nexus’ to the field
of folk religion. Furthermore, the relationship between theory and fisldwork are
discussed, and emphasis is placed on the postcolonial shift in anthropology, which
highlights the experience, voice, and meanings of indigenous peoples, as well as the
researchers who work among them.
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